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COMING UP

Men's Action Network is sponsoring a conference
April 27th 7-9pm and April 28th 8-noon. It will be
held at Peoples Church. Come celebrate the man
that God created you to be! Dr. Kenneth Hutcherson
(Pastor and ex NFL linebacker) will be the speaker.
The cost is $35. For tickets contact Rick (999-2794)
or Peoples Church — Vanessa (298-8001 ext. 270).

National Day of Prayer — May 3 12:00pm - City Hall

PromiseKeepers — August 24 & 25 - Fresno

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ESA STAFF

Jacqueline C. Williams has come

on staff fulfilling the roles of

bookkeeper and Assistant

Administrator. She has spent the

majority of her professional career

working for local nonprofits and

volunteering in various community

projects. Jacqueline also serves at her church, The
Voice of Hope.

Alan Reutter will be serving at
ESA/Love INC as the Mission
Network Coordinator. He is a
retired Presbyterian pastor who
served churches in the Bay Area,
Washington State and most
recently in the Central Valley in

Woodlake and Fowler. Alan attends Trinity
Presbyterian Church.
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A MEMORIAL GIFT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO
ESA/LOVE INC on behalf of Ona Ray by Doris Dingle.

THE MEN IN THE RESCUE MISSIONS'S ACADEMY
NEED ADULT BIKES for transportation to and from

appointments. If you have bikes you would like to
donate, drop them by the Donation Station located
across from the Fresno Rescue Mission. 268-0839

WEEKLY PASTOR'S PRAYER

All Christian Pastors are welcome. Every
Tuesday, 8-9 a.m. at Bethel Christian on North
First (south of Shaw).

CREDIT-CARD/DIRECT DEPOSIT

ESA/Love INC can now receive donations through
Direct Deposit or through the following credit
cards: Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American
Express. To give to ESA in this way, please contact
Jan at 244-0105 for further instructions.

We are an endorsed organization of

A
ECFA
\ “EHHE

Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability

United Way
of Fresno County
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Love In the Name of Christ

Mobilizing Christian churches to transform lives and communities in the name of Christ.

From the desk of Alan Doswald
Executive Director

In this newsletter |'ve decided to have a guest writer for my
column, Pastor Steve Bryant of Clovis Evangelical Free

| We Need Them!

“Why should we work with needy churches in our valley?”

“We have so many needs, how can we help another
church?”

That's often the first thought when we are asked to give
time, money or resources to another church, but like | tell
our people,

“We need them more than they need us”.
Reread that statement, it's true.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn said, “Pride grows in the human
heart like lard on a pig.” And so does greed! Pride and
greed can also grow on a church, or a church'’s leadership!
Beware!

“As for me and my church”, | am much more concerned
about pride and greed than poverty. Pride and greed are
more dangerous to the soul than my income level.

Getting out of ourselves, leaving our comfortable (yet
hurried) lifestyles to serve others reminds us “it is better
to give than to receive”. Going and serving at another
church is life giving to our people! God can speak volumes,
and at greater volume, than | can in a thousand sermons.
People really don't remember much of my sermons anyway.
Come to think of it, neither do I! But we never forget the
people we touch when we “go”! Their faces, and God's
word to me, “Well done, my good and faithful servant”,
satisfy more than anything | can enjoy back home. And
this is the best medicine for the soul.

So, lest we are lulled into thinking we need not fear pride
and greed...we must help others!

“We need them more than they need us”.

Editors note:

Clovis Evangelical Free Church has consistently partnered
with churches in small farmworker cities in our valley to
help transform their communities. Can we connect your
church to a church in need in our valley?

What’s a Church to do?

Follow its leader! | John 2:6 says “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as
Jesus did.” The Bible also says that Jesus went around doing good. \We can
do that. There are so many ways churches can serve their community. Here
are a few:

Love INC Clearinghouse

Your church could name a Contact Person. We would train them, in a 2 hour
training, to distribute a list of volunteer opportunities at a Sunday morning
service. People would offer to serve others according to their abilities (car repair,
appliance repair, rides to appointments, dentist, doctor, etc). Love INC would
call your Contact Person if a legitimate need arises in your area of our city.

Lighthouses of Prayer

Why not challenge every member of your church to be a Lighthouse of Prayer
by praying, caring and sharing the Good News with the neighbors on their street,
those in their workplace and fellow students. Christians already live on every
street in our community. This would be a simple way to reach our city by
encouraging God's people to “love their neighbors” as Jesus commanded us
to do.

Valley Connections

We could connect your church with a church in a needy valley community to
be a resource to help that church transform its community. Our Central Valley
is known as the “Appalachia of the West". You can reach out and serve a city
in “Appalachia” only 30-45 minutes away. We could start by taking some of
your church leaders on a valley tour.

Crisis Relief

Churches could develop a food pantry, clothing ministry, furniture ministry,
gasoline or food vouchers at a nearby store to help people in need in their own
church and people referred by the Love INC Clearinghouse.

Partner with an elementary school

This is one of the best ways that churches can serve their community. Church
volunteers can read with children, do tutoring and help in other ways. If church
volunteers were serving in every elementary school, it would help transform
our city.

Men’s Groups

Men can volunteer to serve as a team to tackle large projects that come to
Love INC such as wheelchair ramps and major yard clean-ups for the elderly.
We call this ministry, “Men With A Mission.".

Develop Support Groups

They need to be based on the needs in your church neighborhood. If church
volunteers knocked on the doors of the neighbors around the church and offered
to pray for them, they would soon discover what types of needs exist in their
neighborhood. The church could then provide help for marriages, parenting,
drug and alcohol addiction, divorce recovery, grief recovery and more based on
their neighbors’ needs. Churches are filled with people that have overcome
problems through Christ. They can help others, based on Il Cor. 1:3-11.

There are many more ways to serve. If we can help you in these ways or others,
please call us. We would be glad to discuss opportunities for service with your
church leadership or committees. Contact us at 244-0105.

Contact us at www.esaloveinc.org
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Red Flags and Tearful Requests

How Churches Can Avoid Being Victimized by Fraudulent Requests

A woman sits in the pastor's office and cries intermittently as she
tells why she will be evicted at the end of the day, leaving her and
her children homeless.

A church secretary receives a call from someone that says “| have
been attending your church for 3 months and | need help paying
my PG&E bill."”

What's a church to do?
The word ‘scam’

. . After 2 years of sifting through
originally was a carnival

client information, | have
discovered that the distinguishing
features of most scams are:
urgency of the request and high
emotional content.

term meaning 'to
fleece the public'

If you find yourself caught in the crosshairs of a potential fraudulent
request, please consider the following ‘red flags' as ways to
evaluate the viability of the request you receive:

e Are there tears and an involved, tragic story?

¢ Does the person claim to regularly attend your church but
there is no record of attendance or giving and no one
recognizes the person’s name?

e Are they asking for help to pay rent and is the owner or a
private individual?

¢ Do they want the landlord to personally pick up the check?

e Are there oddities to the address, such as wrong zip code
for the cross streets given?

¢ Does the individual pause and hesitate when asked specific
questions?

The above questions are simply a sampling of what we look for
at Love INC. If you experience a few red flags, even when assisting
someone who attends your church, don’t hesitate to call Love
INC and we will be glad to verify the situation. It is good to
discover scamers early before their crime becomes deeper. We
want to help churches to help people in need. One way we do
this is to help churches avoid being stung by those that willfully
deceive. The monies that could be used to help a struggling family
are sometimes given away to those that work at crafting believable
stories.

At Love INC, we have learned to verify first and then choose the
appropriate helping strategy. Sometimes the most appropriate
helping strategy is to say no. If a person in need presents a long,
convoluted story, that is always the first red flag. However, if all
circumstances are verifiable, then we can proceed to a solution.

As stewards of God's resources, Love INC endeavors to serve
people in need with compassion and accountability to the churches
we partner with.

Please call Kathy at Love INC if you need assistance or want to
report a ‘red flag’ client situation. 559-244-0105.

Valley Communities
for Christ

FREEZE RELIEF

On February 13th ESA sent a letter to the pastors of 450 churches
about how they could help those affected by the Freeze. We
suggested they consider helping with food and/or financial donations.
On the 27th, 5 ESA staff and the Captain of the Salvation Army in
Fresno County took a drive to Cutler, about an hour away. We met
with Hispanic pastors from Orosi, Cutler, Exeter, lvanho, Farmersville,
Lindsay, Woodlake and Yettem. These are the cities hardest hit by
the Freeze. Only a couple of the Pastors spoke English as they
introduced themselves, and shared the affects of the freeze on the
people in their community. It was heart-breaking to hear about the
suffering people so close to Fresno/Clovis, yet to so hidden. Most
of them simply shared “we can't pay our bills.” One pastor shared
by telling us that he was an orange picker himself and so were
most of those in his small church. He touched our hearts and some
of us wept. We discussed how we could work together and how
ESA had asked Fresno/Clovis churches to help with food and money.
We told them that as soon as churches provide food or money, it
would be directly passed on to them. The Salvation Army Captain
share about the help available through them and other agencies.
At the end of the meeting we took them to a room filled with
groceries provided by Clovis Evangelical Free Church. We were all
blessed as we gave out lots of groceries for each of those churches
to use to help their communities. They were so grateful for God's
provision but also for the connection to another church that cared
for them. It was an evening we will never forget, when a church
in Clovis reached out and loved their brothers and sisters in some
of the poorest communities in the United States. May God bless
youl!

Since then, other churches have helped including Peoples, Northpark
Community, United Christian, Pentecostal Church of God, First
Mission Covenant, El Encino Baptist, Bachelor Evangelical Covenant,
Powerhouse Christ Apostolic, Cornerstone, Northwest and Clovis
Evangelical Free. Many individuals and other organizations have
also given. A special thanks to United Christian Church for raising
$6000 from their denomination!

Thanks for caring for our valley neighbors in need!

The valley pastors we met with on February 27th
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The focus of Men With A Mission (MWAM) is to help build healthy
men’s ministries in the local church by giving men an opportunity
to reach out with Christ's love. As it says in Isa.58 “to rebuild and
to restore”. This includes one day or half day projects where men
come together and serve others.

My personal experience with Promise Keepers started in 1994 at
Anaheim stadium. It was amazing to see men pack that stadium
and to hear from some of the foremost Christian leaders in our
generation speak to relevant, sometimes very uncomfortable issues.
God was working in a new way, calling men to become men of
integrity - Promise Keepers. We were introduced to seven promises
of a Promise Keeper. The sixth of promise was “to love the Lord
your God with all your heart, mind and soul and to love your neighbor
as you love yourself”. MWAM is about that exact spirit. We want
to help men achieve loving others through acts of kindness. When
we truly love God, we quickly catch HIS heart to love our neighbor
and when we love our neighbor like we love our selves we love
not only the person, but ultimately, God. Promise Keepers is returning
to Fresno this year. PK will be held at the Savemart center on August
24 & 25. If you are interested in knowing more about MWAM or
how you can become involved in PK please contact us at
esaprojects@attglobal.net or 559-244-0105.

Men distributing food to a small church

ESA@Love INC

Helping Churches Help People

A resource is now available from Rick Eastin.

Pastor Matt Cook of Campus Bible Church said, “It was a joy to
have Rick speak in our pulpit. Rick challenged our congregation to
take a fresh look at how we view disability and helped us to
understand that God's view of disability is radically different than
that of our culture. Disability is not a life sentence — it is a God
given opportunity.”

This comment is related to Rick's “Three Views" talk. If you would
like a copy of this talk and/or Rick to speak at your church, you may
contact him at 439-4311 or email REastin@aol.com.

Lighthouses
of Prayer

The call is to take the Gospel to every person on the earth and to
disciple them. How can the Church do this? Perhaps you've heard
the phrase "won by one." It begins with prayer-one house, one
street, and one neighbor at a time.

This is where it gets exciting! As we allow Christ to give us His heart
for the lost, we learn the awesome power that is released through
prayer. The spiritual climate over our homes, neighborhoods and
cities will begin to change.

Today there seems to be an intense, God-given, Holy Spirit-inspired
sense of urgency to fulfill the Great Commission, and the prayer,
care, share strategy is a tool that God is using to help His Church
fulfill this great commission. The challenge of Jesus in John 4:35
is, ". .. Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields,
that they are white for harvest." (NASB).

Start by looking at your neighbors. Pray and ask God to show you
ways you can express His love and compassion for them; how you
can show that you care. Just by walking out your front door you are
entering a mission field. As you build relationships though praying
for and caring for your neighbors, God will open up opportunities for
you to share Jesus with them.

ESA's mission is to mobilize Christian churches to transform lives
and communities in the Name of Christ. You are the Church! Let
Christ’s light shine through you to your neighbors, co-workers, family
and friends and watch God's transforming power work through you!
Become a Lighthouse!

Please let us help you become a missionary to your street through
Lighthouses of Prayer. Contact Becky at brdprayer@attglobal.net
or 244-0105 for more information about Lighthouses.

MILSSION.S CHURCHES HELPING CHURCHES

DO MISSIONS HERE AND THERE!

Two mission conferences are coming to Fresno in 2007. Both promise
to expand vision and help equip the Church in doing mission, here
and beyond.

Fresno Mission Festival will be held at Mt Olive Baptist Church on
Friday May 4, beginning at noon with lunch and continuing through
Saturday May 5. The topic will be “The Holy Spirit and Mission".
Nzash Lumeya, coordinator, says this Festival will focus on discerning
God's Will and praying in the power of the Holy Spirit. For more
information contact Nzash at 228-3392.

“His World, His Way” Mission Faire will take place at St. James
Anglican Church September 21-22. Featured speaker will be Jackie
Pullinger, author of “Chasing the Dragon”, who will tell of her work
in inner city Hong Kong. There will be additional workshops on various
mission topics. For more information call St James Anglican Church
at 222-3721.

Mission Network meetings are open to everyone with a heart and
interest in doing mission - here and beyond. Next meeting will be
Wednesday, May 9th at noon. For more information call Alan Reutter
at ESA 244-0105.




