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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TUTORS NEEDED!The Academy, ministry of the
Rescue Mission, will hold its introductory training
class for men or women interested in tutoring men
enrolled in our recovery program. This is an exciting
opportunity to serve the Lord. Please call Bud Searcy
for more information at 268-0839, Ext 115.

MENTORS NEEDED! The Rescue Mission Academy
has over 90 men enrolled in their recovery program.
Only half have Christian mentors. Can you invest
an hour of you time each week in the life of another
man? Please call Alan Stewart for more details.
268-0839, Ext 127.

ADOPT AN ACADEMY FAMILY For information on
how your church or group can get involved, contact
Bud Searcy, 268-0839, Ext 107.

MEMORIAL GIFTS were given to ESA in memory of:

Phyllis Doswald
Galen Heitt
Ed Hutton
Helen Keith

The gifts that were given were too numerous to list.
We thank all of you for your gracious donations.

WEEKLY PASTOR'S PRAYER

All Christian Pastors and leaders are welcome.
Every Tuesday, 8-9 a.m. at Bethel Christian Center
on North First (south of Shaw).

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PERMIT NO. 2439
FRESNO, CA

WILL YOU SUPPORT ESA?

The ministry of ESA is growing in many new areas
and the only way we can do what God has called us
to is if we have the support we need. ESA needs
some new monthly donors — will you help us meet
this goal?

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AT ESA/LOVE INC

ESA receptionist
Love INC Clearinghouse
Data entry clerk
Donor thank you calls

Each of these positions are very important. If you
are interested please contact Jan at 244-0105

CREDIT-CARD/DIRECT DEPOSIT

ESA/Love INC can now receive donations through Direct
Deposit or through the following credit cards: Visa,
MasterCard, Discover or American Express. To give to
ESA in this way, please contact Jacqueline at 244-0105
for further instructions.

We are an endorsed organization of

United

Way /
United Way
of Fresno County

Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability
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Mobilizing Christian churches to transform lives and communities in the name of Christ.

From the desk of Alan Doswald
Executive Director

PASTORS - WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?

Do you expect the people in your church to:

Go to church?

Read their Bible?
Pray?

Not commit adultery?
Not get drunk?

Not do pornography?

If this is all you expect, they could conclude that if they go
to church, read the Bible, pray and not do some things that
they are following Jesus. They might think that a good
Christian shouldn’t do anything except go to church, read
the Bible and pray. Everything else involves things they
shouldn’t do.

| agree with the above list. There are things we should do
and things we shouldn’t do, but followers of Jesus should
be expected to follow Jesus. Do you expect those in your
church to actually follow Jesus? If so, then we should
consider what Jesus actually did. He didn't just go to church
(synagogue), read the Bible (Old Testament) and pray. As
we read the Gospels, we see that Jesus mostly walked
down the street, met people at their point of need, and
touched others' lives with God's love, which transformed
them. He also taught his followers to do the same. We can
do this — we have streets, people and God's love to share.

What Jesus specifically came to do is listed in Luke 4:18-
19:

Preach Good News to the poor
Proclaim freedom for the prisoners
Recovery of sight for the blind
Release the oppressed.

How do you expect your church to treat Jesus, according to
what Jesus said in Matthew 25:40? He said, “the King will
reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me."”

What do you expect the Body of Christ to do today when
the Gospels make it clear what the Body of Christ did when
He walked on this earth?

Pastors, do you expect your followers of Jesus to actually
follow Jesus: to love others, touch others’ lives, serve others
and share the gospel with others? That's the key word —
“others”. Jesus told us to love others as we love ourselves.
We've done a lot better job of loving ourselves than loving
others. If we expect followers of Jesus to follow Jesus,
maybe someday it will become normal for Christians to
follow Jesus by serving others and abnormal not to. If not,
most of those around us will perish, but if so — it will transform
our city!

What do you expect?
Let's work together to transform lives and our community.

Please contact ESA if we can help.

A VALLEY VIEW

By George Ordway, Associate Director

How long have you lived in our San Joaquin Valley? You might be like me and many
others who have lived here most or all of our lives but do not know the realities
that make up our Valley. For clarification, our definition of Central San Joaquin Valley
is these eight counties: San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Tulare,
Kings and Kern Counties. Here are some of the realities in our Valley:

¢ The first and most noted reality of our Valley is our distinction as the
“Agricultural Food Basket of the World."”

e 2006 crop reports total over $20.6 billion of gross product value. Fresno
County leads with over $4.8 billion. Tulare County is second with over
$3.8 billion.

e The 2000 Census reported that more than 3 million people live in our Valley.

e That same report reflected that 655,000 people, or 21% of the total population,
live below the poverty level. That poverty level is reported as $1720 or less
for a family of four per month

Here are some examples of the issues our Valley faces:
e One in four children lives in poverty in our Valley.

¢ In Fresno City/County law enforcement has documented that there are 209
different gangs with over 10,000 members.

e The San Joaquin Valley leads all of California in adult heavy-alcohol use.

e |tis estimated that as much as 80 percent of all meth manufactured in the
U.S. is manufactured in the San Joaquin Valley.

e The San Joaquin Valley leads all of California in domestic violence.

¢ |n June 2003, the Fresno Bee reported that we are now called “The Appalachia
of the West," because of the amount of people living in poverty in our Valley.

e Qur Valley and Appalachia are the two most impoverished areas in the United
States.

Surprised? | was too. You might be saying about now, “Enough, | don't want to
know any more.” | know the feeling but let's look at some other realities of our
Valley.

Here are some spiritual realities:
e At last report, there were over 1400 Christian churches in our Valley.

e The American Church Research Project, an independent research group,
reports that 12.9 percent of people living in the Central Valley regularly
attend a Christian church service. This is over 415,000 committed church
goers.

e |n comparison they report that 14.8 percent of Californians and 18.7 percent
of all Americans regularly attend a Christian church.

As we see from these Valley Realities, our Valley is diverse. It is successful and
prosperous in many areas, yet, for many, it is a very different story. The communities
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across our Valley are often worlds apart, yet only a few miles away
from each other.

Today when so many people close their hearts, minds and ears to
the seemingly harsh reality of truth, God is calling His people to
face truth, embrace it with faith in Christ and be a part of solutions
that will change lives.

This last year we saw amazing things happen in our Valley
including:

e ESA became a strategic solution to some of the short term
needs that came up due to the 2007 freeze. This also began
relationships and a collaborative foundation with eight very

poor communities and some of the leaders in those
communities in order to work together toward long term
solutions.

¢ \We saw a total of over 10,500 people attend one of the four
Winning Our World through Jesus And Music. - WOW
JAM outreach events. Over 1,100 of those people responded
to receive Christ. ESA helps organize these events.

e Short term mission’s teams, including youth groups, spent
Spring Break serving impoverished communities and spread
the Good News of Christ through Vacation Bible Schools.

e Christian medical doctors, dentists and ophthalmologists
provided free health care, dental care and eye exams at
several locations in our Valley.

¢ In the Fresno/Clovis area 6,728 phone calls for help came to
our Love INC clearinghouse. These needs were screened
and the people were connected to a local church or helping
agency.

¢ \We have seen a renewed commitment by Christian leaders
from several spheres of influence (Business, Political leaders,
Pastors, ministry leaders) both in our City and the valley
praying for God's plan to transform lives for several years
now. As a result there are more collaborative teams united
and focused on changing our valley’s realities.

We have just finished a new DVD called “Valley View.” It can
help you, your church and your business associates to understand
even more about our Valley and hear some powerful stories of
transformation.

If you would like to help change the reality and future of our city
and Valley come join the hundreds of others who want to help make
a difference. Please contact us at esaprojects@attglobal.net or 244-
0105

Because of the church there is great hope for our Valley. Is

your church involved?
CHEV

COLLABORATION OF HISPANIC
EVANGELICALS OF THE VALLEY

Providing strategic resources in leadership development,
regional networking and pastoral care resulting in transforming
prayer and healthy churches

Over the last two years the Leadership Team, Naomi Cox, Jonathan
Villalobos, Jim Reyes, George Ordway, Dan Tovar, Samuel Alvarado,
and Ramon Vera, has met monthly to focus on how to best serve
our Hispanic friends.

There is so much to be done. We are excited about 2008. We
welcome any Hispanic Christian leader who might be interested in
becoming a part of CHEV or if you just want additional information
contact Jim Reyes, 240-7374 or George Ordway 244-0105.

ESA

TO VOLUNTEER

We recently interviewed some of our volunteers. Here are three
stories explaining why they volunteer at Love INC:

Sylvia Esquivel is our Spanish interpreter.
In addtion to ESA she volunteers at her
church - Family Community Church
and with LIGA - a medical missions’
organization. She volunteers because, 'l love
to give. The Lord has blessed me and my
family tremendously. | feel that | have to
give back. There is so much need out there.
Two years ago | got burned out and tried to
quit volunteering but | couldn't do it. That's
when | learned to help one person at a time."

Judy Westerlund from Northside Church

serves as a Clearinghouse Assistant on

Wednesdays. She writes: “Volunteering in

the Clearinghouse has been an honor and

a privilege. Not only have | found a loving

and caring family at Love INC, it has brought

me great joy in serving the Lord. To help His

people in even the smallest ways has been

very fulfilling. At times it can be frustrating

and heartbreaking not to be able to do more.

| count my blessings that | heard His call to service. God shows us
daily how much He loves us and only wants the best for all His
children. To try to show God's love to those in need has warmed my
heart, as | feel closer to Him every day. Praise His name!”

Shena Martin from Clovis EV Free Church
is a phone volunteer on Wednesdays.She
writes:

“Working with other Christians toward a

common goal is a wonderful blessing. Often

it's a humbling experience as | learn how

others have been instrumental in helping

people in ways | hadn't even considered.

I'm learning (at Love INC) and hopefully | am
a vessel through whom God is helping those in need. | consider it
a great gift to have someone share their ‘world' with me.”

If you know a Christian who is looking for a way to give back to the
community, Love INC is always looking for a few good men or women
to serve. The possibilities are endless. We need those that will serve
as a liaison between their church and Love INC, helping us to mobilize
others to serve when people need a ride to the doctor or a simple
repair in their home. We need specialized computer skills for projects
like graphic design, building websites, and creating data bases. We
need receptionists, data entry, and those who enjoy talking to people
who need help.

Contact us at 244-0105
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[Eighthouses
of Prayer

PRAYING, CARING AND SHARING

The Lord has been working in amazing ways in our neighborhood
lighthouse. Last January, as | walked daily around the local school
track, | noticed a lady walking her young son to the bus stop. | began
to pray for her and wanted to meet her, which the Lord worked out
nicely. She and her family are Muslims from Irag, and were looking
for jobs and getting adjusted to a new culture. We invited them over
for dinner (she informed me that they do not drink wine or eat pork),
and they came with their 2 sons. We had a wonderful time together
and we were able to help the husband, who is an accountant, connect
with an accountant friend of ours to see about the possibilities of
getting back into his field. They want to have us over soon. | am
praying for the opportunities to love and serve them, and eventually
share Christ with them.

Recently | invited my elderly neighbor over for her birthday lunch. |
have been praying for her for about 12 years and she has been closed
to anything spiritual. We have done many neighborly things together—
block parties, hymn sing-a-longs with other elderly neighbors, attending
concerts and musicals, visiting, craft parties and Christmas caroling,
etc. As the Lord gives me opportunities, | have shared Christ with
her in different ways. Just last week at her birthday celebration, He
opened up an opportunity, very naturally, to share the gospel more
clearly than ever before, and she was quite open to talk about it. She
said, “I am getting more mellow.” | was thrilled, because | know her
years are fewer now than ever before. God is faithful. “So let us
not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season, we shall reap, if we
do not lose heart.” Galatians 6:9

Another encouragement for us
lighthouse pray-ers is the fact that [N€{eYe]o Mo [=1=10 R g1

good will which

other believers are influencing the
people we pray for. Just this past
summer the World-Changers JRoJolcIgisle[oYol S {o]g
served this same neighbor by Good News.
painting her house, fixing her fence,
working in her yard, and loving her.
She was mightily blessed and God powerfully used this wonderful
team of teens to encourage her towards Christ. She joined them in
their devotions one morning and when they left, they gave her a Bible
and group photo. God is so GOOD!

| have been praying for many years for the three single sisters that
live down the block. We have lived here for 30 years. Since | rarely
see them, (they don’t connect with people other than family), | have
few opportunities to get to know them. | have asked the oldest sister
if she would like to see what the Bible has to say about life, but she
was not interested. Recently, however, she told me that her nephew,
who practically lives with her as her son, was attending a Bible Club
near his elementary school and that he just loves it. She remarked
on the joy and security he seemed to have, even though his parents
are going through a divorce. | was SO encouraged to hear how the
Lord was advancing His kingdom in this precious family through one
of the family members---this beloved nephew! | seem to always
think that it has to be me sharing the gospel! Not so! God is
wonderfully creative and tenacious in going after people! Let's keep
praying!

The Jackson Family

Are you loving your neighbors? That's what Jesus told us to do. For
more information contact Becky at 244-0105.
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COMMENTS FROM RICK™S RECENT
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT

"It was very helpful to have Rick Eastin's perspective on disabilities
and a Biblical view. It was very rewarding and his scripture references
were right on. | would like to hear more from this speaker next year.”

“Jesus came down to their level (the disabled). He didn’t ask them
to come up to His.”

“Lots of good class interaction, Rick did a fabulous job of presenting
the information for this class. | loved to have a chance to meet Rick
—an inspirational guy.”

"“Although | may never go into disability ministry, | was affected greatly
by this presentation and it enabled me to break down some walls |
had built. The Lord has pushed aside the fear and allowed me to open
my eyes to other avenues of ministry. | think Joni and Friends is an
amazing ministry and has potential to develop a major passion and
ministry in modern churches.”

Is your church ministering to those with disabilities? Jesus did! For
more information, contact Rick at 439-4311 or REastin@aol.com

NEWERK

CHURCHES HELPING CHURCHES DO MISSIONS HERE AND THERE!

World Vision International is coming to Fresno February 8-11 with an
interactive exhibit entitled “STEP INTO AFRICA". This 1 hour experience
will feature a stirring audio tour combined with captivating photography
that will give you a new perspective on the greatest humanitarian
crisis of our time, AIDS, and its victimizing effect on children.

The exhibit will be set up at Campus Bible Church gymnasium, 4710
N. Maple. It will be open to the public each of the 4 days and free to
attend. Friday (8am-10pm), Saturday (10am-10pm), Sunday (8am-

9pm) and Monday (8am-7pm). You may obtain free tickets online at
www.worldvisionexperience.org. Local contact and chairman is Mission
Pastor Jim Tienken at Northwest Church. (269-7483) Volunteers are
needed! You may sign up online or call Tim at 326-5100.
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The March meeting of Mission Network will be held at Link Care
Center, 1734 W. Shaw on Wednesday, March 12, noon — 1:30. It will
feature Dr. Ken Royer speaking on the topic “How to Recruit and
Better Prepare Our People for Cross Cultural Missionary Service”,
(local and overseas) sub-title “Reversing the Crash and Fail on the
Mission Field”. Learn how to care for local and oversees missionaries,
before and after their time of service.

Lunch will be provided. RSVP to Jan at ESA (244-0105) by March 7th.




